Predictive value of preoperative arterial blood gas evaluation for geriatric patients with hip fractures.
The high incidence of preoperative silent pulmonary embolisms (PEs) among elderly patients with hip fractures has led some authors to recommend making acquisition of arterial blood gas (ABG) levels a routine part of the preoperative workup. In the study reported here, we retrospectively reviewed 254 patients in our hip-fracture database and determined that ABG levels have poor positive predictive value for PEs and add little to the positive predictive value or negative predictive value of careful clinical examination. Therefore, we do not recommend making acquisition of ABG levels a routine part of the preoperative evaluation.